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SUBJECT: SOVIET REFUGEE MEETS SOVIET VICE CONSUL 
REF: STATE 240534 

STEPANOV, FORMER COOK AT SOVIET EMBASSY SINGAPORE, WHO 
CAME TO US IN 1975, MET AT HIS REQUEST AT DEPARTMENT NOV 12 
WITH SOVIET EMBASSY CONSULAR OFFICER ZHUK IN PRESENCE 
DEPTOFF. STEPANOV DESCRIBED AT LENGTH HIS PROBLEMS IN US 
(SEE REFTEL). ZHUK SAID EMBASSY IS ONLY RESPONSIBLE FOR 
WELFARE OF SOVIET CITIZENS IN US LEGALLY. HE SAID 
EMBASSY WOULD HELP STEPANOV RETURN TO USSR, BUT WOULD DO 
NOTHING FOR HIM OTHERWISE. STEPANOV SAID HE WOULD CONSIDER 
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ZHUK'S OFFER OF ASSISTANCE IN RETURNING TO USSR AND WOULD 
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INFORM ZHUK OF HIS DECISION IN ABOUT TWO WEEKS. KISSINGER 
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